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November 1, 1982 

. . 

'ro: HEAD DEPUTY FORESTER lJmiUR M. 
DEPUIY FIRE OIIEF GEORGE DEr-DS 

AA�r� 
( IN TURN) 

FOCM: SENIOR DEPUTY FORESTER Kil\US RAIJ:L"KE f('l). 

... SUBJ: HO.\iEOVNER l-'lEE'l'ING - PUBLIC FIELD CON"".illCI'S 

After I1Tj reassignrrent last Friday to the lAO as well as my rerroval 
from public field contact I requested and was granted pennission 
by Acting Head D2puty Forester Bob Johnson to cancel my present 
ccmni trrents. 
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I info:rrred Pearl Sloan of the Topanga�La.s Virgenes Resource Conservation 
Distric�that I could not keep my three day old commitment to be ,1vailable 
for professional advise to hCJITEaw'I1ers in the Dayton Fire Area (Malibu 
Canyon Horreo\•mer Association} for a special m�eting at 8:00 PM, 
lbvember 3. The reason I gave \vas that I had been reassigned to the lAO 
as of na.v and �\�mld not be handling any public field contacts. 

Sunday, O:;tober 31, a m2mber of the horreo.mer organization committee 
called ne at horre and requested, then insis·ted that I reconsider and be 
present in person because of my practical e.xpertise in watershed a>.d 
fire safety . I declined, saying that I am round by D2partlrent orders . 

�fuen I was told that several of the people had lost their home in the 
recent fire and others may lcose their horres in the v-.rinter flcxx1s I 
stressed that I, roth as rrotmtain horT\COVmer and profe. :sional forester, 
had done much volunteer w'Ork in the Santa l\bnica tvbtmtains. I "-Duld 
therefore try to be at the meeting on a volu:.r1teer basis since both 
loss of life and prcperty are at stake. I again stressed that other 
foresters are available for similar services and can J:.e contacted through 
our L.Z\0 headquarters or the M.alibu mrrsery. However, the homeo\VI)er 
representative Has not satisfied with tl•is explanation. 

Please note that I have a reputation of hard work and pos itive cooperation 
with the public. My stern, swift rerroval from public field contacts , 

especially after life threatening errergencies of fire and flocd, raises 
questions in hte public's mind as to mJ awn &ld my Department's professional 
integrity and may lead to confrontations with the Departrrent if I volunteer 
I1!f services • 

Please reconsider the directive of October 29, and perhaps ITBke it a phased

in rerroval fran public field contacts. Ha.vever, I do understand that the·_ 
action, in this case, rray r!Cl.ve been so swift in preparation of this \veek.' s 

Skelly letter for the writing of the b:Joklet "A Horreor,mer's Guide . . . ". It 
was published W1der the past cooperative Forest Service agreerre.'1t. 
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